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is Ns 8 to lay before you a general 
ſtatement of what has paſſed, lince I had the honor of ad- 


Fay you, in Auguſt Jaſt, ; 
Sir John M*Pherfon, notwithſtanding he was 4 ap- 
prized of the directions I had given, to revive proceedings upon 


my action againſt him, thought proper ſtill to hold at dehance 


the compulſory orders of the Court of King's Bench, and 


forced me to ſue out an Alias upon the Writ of Iſſues, which, 


in Eaſter Term 1781, had, by that Court, been encrenſed 


to FIVE HUNDRED Poux ps. - By virtue of that Writ, on 


the eleventh of September, an officer of the Sheriff of Middle - 


ſex attached his goods and chattels, when, to obtain their 
releaſe, an appearance was immediately enteted. 
It then became neceſſary, to compare the original 4 


8 of the bill, with the bill itſelf, which had been filed on the 


firſt day of Hilary Term 1787, but, upon enquiring at the 


King's Bench Office, no ſuch bill was to be-found: 


; Where the bill was, or, if clandeſtinely ſtolen out of the: 
Office, who was the perpetrator of the theft,—were points 
about which, I was not diſpoſed to puzzle or perplex myſelf. 
— The ſovereign juſtice of the Court of King's Bench, I knew 
would furniſh me a remedy, and, if critical inveſtigations were 
proper, I likewiſe knew, that they could alone be 1 with 
force and efficacy, by that Court.— 

_ I fat forth in an affidavit, the ſubſtance of the bill, the pro- 


- 1 had upon it, and the day on which it was filed: And 


the Gentleman who was my Solicitor at that time, and the . 


Clerk of the Declarations, under whoſe immediate care the 
nin had 8 joined with me in n and proved the EY 
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PD pon this EFT the Court of King's Bench was moved, 
in laſt Hilary Term, for leave to file a copy of the bill, from | 
the original draught in my poſſeſſion ;- but this motion was 
warmly oppoſed, on the part of Sir John MPherſon. No 
affidavit, however, having been produced, to eontrovert any 
one of the facts, which I had ſtated, the Court thought it 
unneceſſary for my Counſel, to ſay any thing upon the ſubject, 
and inſtantly granted the order applied for. At the ſame time, 
it was remarked from the Bench, that therg had been unpar- 
donable neglect or groſs corruption ſomewhere, which, when 
the Bench was full, would be the ſubject of a very ſerious en- 
quiry; for, that there was an end of juſtice, if the records of 
that Court were not otthooming, at all r to "Ay 8 
intereſted | in them, 
Technical forms were afterwards ts followed, by the 
Solicitors on both ſides; and the-record, at length, was eue 
down for trial, at the laſt aſſizes at Saliſbury. i 
At that place I had witneſſes attending, who conls have 
proved every act of corruption charged in the declaration; but 
when, upon the trial, I had proved twenty-ſix counts, I con- 
ſented that my Counſel ſhould there cloſe my cafe. —I did 
more I deſired that Gentleman, in his reply, to leave the 
whole to the Jury, giving them my full liberty, if they ſhould 
be of opinion, under all the circumſtances, that the extent of 
evidence to which I had gone, bore the appearance of ber oi 
to make any diminution, they thought proper. 2 
' This, in the moſt explicit manner, he did; but it did not 
prevent the introduction of a doctrine into the charge, which, 
joined to the pertinacious obſtinacy of a common Furyman, 
reduced the verdict to THREE THOUSAND PounDs.—The 
\ . doctrine I allude to, I defy any lawyer to defend, and, in an 
Appendix which, when the whole of the proceedings are cloſed, 
I ſhall annex to the © Report of the Cricklade Caſe,” 1 pledge 
myſelf to prove, to be. contrary to the plain meaning of the 
ſtatute, ſubyer ſive of the end for which i it was enacted, produc. | 
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tive of pip injuſtice; and ares) — tö relak debes bn 
Ernie of all ties, the ſolemn obligation of an ou n.. 
A verdict for THREE THOUSAND PounDs was, however, | 
found for the Plaintiff,” upott a chain of clear, deciſive; unams 
biguous, | concurring evidence, which, I will be bold to ſay,” left h 
no doubt of the guilt of the Defendant, upon the mind of any | 
one unconnected, unintereſted perſon in Court; and the DE- 
r himſelf has ſince, in effect, pleaded guilty to the charge! 
God forbid, that I ſhould bring a railing accuſation againt 
any man.—If Sir Fohn Me Pherſan had been innocent of the. 
charge brought againſt him, —if Sir John 1<Pherſon had been 
convicted upon the teſtimony of falſe witneſſes, the conſtitutiom 
had furniſhed him a remedy, and that remedy he had on d 
apply for. Sir Jobn M. Phenſon might have moved the Court 
of King's Bench for a new trial, and if he had, he would have 
found me prepared to meet and join him, on that ground; for 
my Counſel were inſtructed, to concur in any motion that 
might have been made, for putting the queſtion a ſecond time 
at iſſue; but neither Client, nor Counſel, thought i to 8 
_ Gertur, to the juſtice of the deciſion. | lah 6 
The cauſe then ſtood abandoned by Sir John MePherfon him⸗ 
ſelf, upon the merits; but, in this ſtage of the ptoceedings, 
the worthy Baronet, who had incurred penalties, by his Eorfup=" 
tion at this election, to the amount of EIGHT Y-SIX THOUSAND: 
Pouxps, and had eſeaped with a conviRtion for only tate: 
THOUSAND, thought proper to ſue out a Writ of Ettot, liti⸗ 
giouſly to procraſtinate the payment, at the very time that it 
was publicly announced in all the papers, that he was on the 
eve of his return to India, to reſume his former ſtation of Senior 
Member of the Supreme Council at Bengal. 
This conduct muſt ſpeak for itſelf. I make no — as 
the Solicitors. have fince om go m— WEEN Ems dane ; 4 a 
the fact. „ W Lad: e e 8 
But I muſt by a nd of two, open the exordiurn'of the wars" = 
ed „ who led the defence for Sir John fn, 9 
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11 to proſecute. under 9 * be a ground for 

| reflection, it is, certainly, that ground, of which my apphnents 

re in, campleat poſſeſſion, and, their fair and juſt right to it, in 
the fulleſt manner, I recognize; for, upon fiction alone, — 
have harraſſed me with ſeven. actions, under this ſtatute, four 

of which have been carried to ĩſſue. 

If it; were true, that I was lurching about Giellade, Sen 
and months preceding the election in September 1780, watching 
the movements of my opponents, and collecting evidence to 
ſupport actions; I muſt haye been in this diſgraceful employ- 
ment, at the very time that I was convivially enjoying my 
friends at Paris, and when I had às little thought of viſiting 
that Borough, as I had of viſiting Grand Cairo in Egypt, or Pekin c 
in China. did not return to London till the firſt of September 

5 1780, and, till my arrival: at Cric4/ade- on the ſixth of that month, 
IL was totally ignorant of the characters and tranſactions, and even 
; of the names, of Sir John 14 *Pherſon and Mr.. Benfield,—The 
B . gleQion was on the eleventh, - _ 
II I have recovered: SEVEN. rnousaun Pounds rom the 
Node Lord; FivE THOUSAND. Pounvs, from Mr. Briſtou, 
the acting agent; and between FORTY. and FIFTY THOUSAND 
Pouxps: from the voters; ſums which ſound. well in declama- 
tion, and Jook:well upon paper, I ſhall be obliged to the learned 
Advocate. of my, opponents, to count the money out to me; 
for all that I have hitherto received, or that hitherto has been 
paid: by all the parties together, againſt whom I have obtained 
verdicts, including the ſum. lately paid by Sir John M: Phenſn, 
amounts not to TWELVE. THOVSANDy; TWO. HUNDRED! 
Pouxps; and my expences, in theſe proſecutions, amount to 
a ſum, little ſhort of E1GuTEEN: THOUSAND POUNDS, | 
Ik it were true, that Mr. Brifow died of a broken heart, that 
; diſorder had, in him, totally changed its nature; for he was in 
perfect health, a few days before he died: And, he not only 
. bore me no reſentment, for my proceedings againſt him, but, 
previous to his death, repeatedly adviſed thoſe voters, who had 
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4 been ſubpeenaed-by-me,. upon the! late trial, e 
Prey fairly and explicitly,—to tell all they knew. He was _ 
like wiſe ſubpœenaed by me, and, if he had livedz-would ave: 
been the firſt witneſs I ſhould have examined, 


But if my; learned friend, with whoſe profeſſional alliance, 7 


in former parts of theſe: very proceedings, I was honored, inſtead 


of {laviſhly following the inſtructions in his late brief, had only 8 | 
recurred to his own memory, he would have recollected facts 
which, upon former occaſions, he had eſtabliſhed by evidenees 


had then reaſoned upon with unanſwerable force and energyy 


and which would have been a full anſwer, to every; N 


aſſertion and obſervation he lately made. 


I have been Plaintiſ in one hundred and Gventyiius e 1 
e upon the corruption at Crichlade, in September 179 | 2 
Of theſe, the records of one hundred and twenty, have b⏑§j˖] 
carried down to Saliſbury for trial. Some of them were win, 
drawn; but I obtained eighty- ſeven verdifts.—:couls | 
have plundered and impriſoned without mercy;—-Neithar o- 


phiſtry nor miſrepreſentation can alter fact. What friend has 
I ſoſt? What enemy have I made ?—Of what ſingle-a&oftrops 


preſſion have I been guilty ?—If there were n "* an | 


accuſers would not be wanting. I 
All proſecution of that corruption, which „ con- 
trived, to eſtabliſh a permanent influence in the Bordughg and 


by which Sir Jahn A Pherſon procured his return to Parlia - 


ment, is now at an end. —It has been fully expoſed; but Whether 
it has been . puniſhed or _ it is not ang 
termine. | = $2 


The. corruption of Mr. Benfield was l b 
management. It was equal in extent, and equally notorious: 


as chat of his colleague ; but it was of a different nature. Ihe 


one was the actual gift.— The other was the abſolure*promiley- 
There has been no action hitherto brought to iſſue eher 
againſt Mr. Benfield,-or againſt any of his agents; and M -< 
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Akulks un er forms, which dice our low, becauſe they ba 
Jene 

Mr. deu thay wer Ndern -b. Buglaid. cel have proved | 
the injuſtice of his charges againſt 'me ; but it is not in evi- 
"dence, upon the trial of any action as yet, that I have juſtly 
charged him. To prove to the conviction of every body, that 
1 have not been wanton in my accuſation, I have directed, that 
the record of my action againſt his principal agent, ſhall be car- 
ried down for trial, at the next aſſizes at Saliſbury,— This agent 
canvaſſed with him, was intruſted with his purſe, and, under 
his authofity, made promiſes in his name. The fact of agency; 
s inſeparably connected with the act of corruption; and as the 
one, as well as the other, will be eſtabliſhed by the ſtrongeſt 
= evidence, I ſhall feel perfectly indifferent, after this trial, as to 
any perſonal object of my own, whether Mr. Benfield remains for 
life at Madras, or returns to this country, to finiſh his _— l 
and to have here a monumental pile erected to his memory. 
I have performed my part, both of riſque and labour, in en- 
| - ' deayouring to give efficacy to a law, which was enacted for the 
purpoſe, of rendering more pure, the elections of Members 
to ſerve in Parliament; —a law, deviſed by the firſt characters 
of the day, by political, tried characters, whoſe memories this 
country will ever revere a law, that was deliberately framed, 
chat was cautiouſly adopted, that was critically inveſtigated, 
= clauſe by clauſe, through the different ſtages, and, that did not 
receive the royal aſſent of his late Majeſty, till it had undergone 
repeated amendments, by the other two branches of the Legiſla- 
ture. The wiſe ſpirit of the law, every man aſſerts; but if the 
ſtriẽt nniste be. 2 ee _— its Oy een is loſt for 
en: : 
„ in ſupport: of your- FFIY yoot: PERS Ou 
your juſt claims, I ſhall always be ready to ſtand forward, yet, 
I hope, never to meet a repetition of tranſactions ſo flagrant, as 
again to force me into the courts of law.—Theſe are fields 1 
bave ſufficiently trod ; and if I were not conſcious, that, to the. 


* 


full extent of my poor abilities, I have kts aiccharged r 
duty, I ſhould not dare again to appear before you, a Cſs 
date for your ſuffrages. 

But, ſanctioned as my condo has been by your approba- 


thn. you, Gentlemen, are well apprized what my reſolution i is; 


and to doubt my ſucceſs at the next election, would be paying . 
an ill compliment to the many flattering teſtimonies of friends 


ſhip, with which I have been honored by, and to the numerous 
aſſurances of ſupport, which I have received from, both claſſes 
of electors; from the antient voters, the /nhabitants at large, 
whoſe hereditary franchiſe, when violently attacked, was firmly * 
eſtabliſhed under a petition, which I carried through the Houle” 
of Commons ; and from the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Free © 
| holders, in the Hundreds, whoſe ſtatute right of voting for Mem- 
bers for this Borough, is derived from my proceedings, from 
the evidence in ſupport of my petition, againſt the return of Sir 
Jobn M © Pherſon and Mr, Benfield. 

When delegated þy you, to the great Council of the Nations 
I will not W the ſacred truſt EP in me, 


' 


I have the Honor to bo. 5 ; 
GanTLEMEN, 
Your faithful and devoted humble Servant, 


SAMUEL PETRIE... 
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